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PROTECTING OPEN SRACE y PROMOTING LIVARLE COMPAUNITES

Mayor Ron Gonzales &

Members ol the Covote Valley Specific Plan Task Foree
San José City Hall

01 North 1st Street

San Jose, CA 95110

November 8, 2004
Duar Mayor Gonzales and Members ol the Task Foree:

Since belore the Coyote Valley specilic planning process began, Greenbell Alliance has
belicved that a plan should be developed to enhance the South Covote Valley Greenbelt
s0 that it can be home to viable agriculture, wildlife habitat, passive recreation and can
pencrally continue W serve as o non-urban buller between San Jose and Morgan Hill,

are pleased to learn that. over the past several weeks, a concept for a plan that meets these
wouls has started o emerge,

For such a plan to be successful at turning the South Coyote Valley into a landscape that
sorves as an innovative madel of a greenbelt, Greenbelt Alliance strongly believes that
the following components should be integrated into the plan for the South Covote Valley
Gireenbelt,

* A strategic aequisition plan, using both casements and fee-title purchases, should
be developed 1o secure as much of the Greenbelt as possible as permanently
protected agricultural land. To help ensure the viability ol agniculture in the
(Greenbelt, the acquisition of large parcels, as well as smaller parcels thar are
contiguous to one another, should be prioritized.

*  The South Covote Valley Greenbelt should be viewed as an “agricultural
enterprise area’” and an institution should be established to help farmers within the
Greenbelt succeed, This institution could help match farmers o available land,
assist with the promotion of agriculral products. provide technical assistance,
and serve other needs as appropriate.

*  Revenues generated by development in North and Mid Coyote Valley should be
used to help fund the acquisition of agriculural land and sustain the institution
charged with promoting the Greenbelt’s agnieulture.

* Zoning rules and design guidelines that maintain the Greenbelt’s rural character
should be developed for anv residential development that does oceur in the
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*  Policies that ensure [armers have the “right to farm™ should be applied so that
farmers have certamty that they will not be pushed out of the Greenbelt because
ol conllicts with non-agricultural land owners.

* The Greenbelt should be multi-functional in nature, In addition o agriculture, the
South Coyote Valley Greenbelt should be planned to provide significant wildlife
habitat and passive recrcation facilitics.

Greenbelt Alliance understands that the vast majority of the land in the Greenbell is under
the jurisdiction of Santa Clara County, We encourage the City of San Jose and Santa
Clara County to work together so that the plan to protect and enhance the Greenbelt that
will hopefully emerge from the specific planning process can be Tully implemented, We
also encourage the City to consider applying the plan for the Greenbelt to lands that are
not currently designated as greenbelt — in particular, the land between Monterrey
Highway and the Covote Creek Parkway. In Getting It Right: Prevemting Sprawl in
Coyote Valley, Greenbelt Alliance's vision lor Coyole Valley's [uture, we showed that
the development goals for Covote Valley can likely be met without developing this area.
sinee San Jose has jurisdiction over this area, it can be better guaranteed that protection
and enhancement policies can be applied to this land.

Cireenbelt Alliance also feels that it is essential that the plan for the Greenbelt be
completed at the same time as the plan for the portions of Coyote Valley proposed for
development, If the plan for the Greenbelt is allowed to be completed at a later date, we
are concerned it will be viewed as an “add on” and that the Greenbelt plan will not
receive the finaneing, or the atlention ol policy makers, that will be necessary 1o make Lthe
plan successful. Greenbelt Alliance encourages the City staff, the consulting team and
the Task Foree to take the time necessary w lully develop the specific plan.

On a related note, as Greenbelt Alliance pointed out in our recent “report card”
assessment of the specific planning process o date, we believe thal several other
important issues have not vet gotten adequate attention in the planning process. Included
among these issuces are: ensuring that the hillsides around Coyote Valley will be provided
long-term protection, that the growth inducing impacts of development in Cavate Valley
will be controlled, that a detailed plan lor allordable housing in the Valley is developed,
that community facilities such as child care centers and health clinics are provided for,
and that a linancing plan that allocates funds to the myriad of projects and programs the
development of Cayote Valley will be asked to help fund is created. Again, the specific
planning process should not be rushed and time should be taken to properly address all of
these issues.

Thank you for your time and vour commitment to making Covote Valley™s future great.

Sipecely,
i

Jeremy Madsen

Field Direclor




