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Decembear 13, 2004

Coyote Valley Specilic Plan Task Force
City of San Jose

801 Nerth First Streel

San Jose,CA 85110

Re: Potential School Sites

Usar Task Foree Maembers:

This office represents the Morgan Hill Unified School Dislrict (the “District’). The
District is very concerned aboul the size of school sites currently proposed in the Coyote
Velley Specific Plan. As the District has explained in lhe past, the proposed sites do not
meel the State's guidelines for new facilities. The District urges this Task Force to enlarge
the proposed school sites to meet the minimurm requiremants to ensure the educational
excellence of he District and the fifure residents of Coyote Vallay.,

STATE SITE GUIDELINES

When conslrucling new facilities, California school districts are required to comply
with the California Code of Regulations ("CCRs"), Title 5, Sectian 14000 et seq. and the
200C Edilion, "School Site Analysis and Developmen(” published by the California
Department of Education. "The nel usable acreage and enroliment for a new schoo! site
shall be consistent with the numbers of acres and enrollment estahlishaed in the 2000
Edition, "School Site Analysis and Development” published by the California Department
of Edusetion.” 5 CCRs saction 14010(a). The “School! Sile Analysis and Devalopmeant”
reqiires a minimum of 6.1 useable acres for up to 600 students in grades one (1) through
three (3), a minimum of 11,1 useahle acres for up lo 600 students in grades four (4)
through six (6}, a minimum of 15.3 uscablo acres for up to 800 students in grades six (B)
through eight (8 (the minimum required increases to 189.9 acres for 1,200 students), and
a minimum of 55.7 useable acres for up to 2,400 students in grades nine (9) through
twalve (12). The proposed sites in the Coyote Valley Speaific Plan are far less than those
minimum standards.
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These guidelines are sirict guidelines which must be followed uniess cartain
circumatances exist which jusiifies an exception. Thosa circumstances are outiined in Tile
5, Seclion 14010(a) of he CCRs (a copy of which is attached hareto). Thoss exceptions
do not apply in the matter of the Caovote Valley bpﬂcme Pian. Accordingly, the minimum

standards must be fallowed.

Despite the clear language af the Siate requirements, the Task Force and the City
have ignored this information and the suggestions of the District, Rather, you have chosen
torisk the well being of our students. This is an opportunity far the City of San Jose te plan
an undevelopad area of the Cily for he besl inleresis of all of ils Tulure residenls and
businesses. A critical factor to residential succoss is the-qualiyeof the schools, 3chool

excellence cannol be :‘-Xpdu[ed on subsiandard siteg, The interests of gur children should
not he compromised. Because this proj et w would not meet any of the exceptions in the
L;GRH, the mimmum standards for school sites musl be used.

i —

Mare iI“|'1}3~f:1||"[a|'1’[f‘_}I good judgmant must be used to give our children the best
education possible. The people charged with educating our children have provided
_information-directhriathis Task Force which cantradicts the Task Force's assumptions a il
expectalions.  Thatl informalion has been compiled by ihe people who work in {fie
‘Edlicational TFE‘|C| [everyday and are uniquely aware of the needs of students and schonl
distrcts. Do nol second guess 1he vears of experience and educaiion-that-has-been
‘provided 6 yal_To do so would only jeopardize our children’s futures. | he District urges
voll ta design schoal sites in accordance with the School Site Analysis and Development
standards o ensure the conlinued excellence of our schiools,

PRIOR AGREEMENTS TO WORK WITH THE DISTRICT

As you may be aware, the District is now completing the construction of its second
comprehensive high school, Ann Sobrato High School, which is located in the City of
Margan Hill. It was an amazingly long process to get to the point of building a desperately
needed second high school. Part of that process included g legal challenge filed by the
City of 5an Jose. In a settlemant between tha Listrict, the City of San Jose and the Loty
of Morgan Hill, the City of San Jose agreed to work with the District to develop a third high
school in Covote Valley, We see the specific plan process as that opportunity for the
District and the City of San Jase to work together to develop a third high school and ather
needed schools in Coyole Valley, In order o work together, the City of San Jose and the
District must share their individual expartise and determine what is in the best interest of
the fulure students of Covote Vallay. The District welcomes the opporfunity 1o work one-
on-ohe with the City to develop the school sites for the high school, middle schools and
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elementiary schools that will be needed to serve the future residents of Coyaie Valloy.
Withouta cooperative and interaciive process, the students of Covote Valley will sufferand
ultimately, Coyote Valley will suffer. The City of San Jose cannot expect to draw
thousands of residents {o an area wilth subsiandard school sites. We urge Lhe Cily of San
Jose to wark with the District's leaders to meat the needs of our future students.

Wery trithy yours,
SEEATL S N KO, ek

Kirsten M, Powel|

KM sw
enclosura
cer Carolyn MeKennan

Board of Education

ML D amilV SR - Taskerarzeds 12,1004, 5%



BARCLAYS OFFICTAL CALIFORNLA CODE
O REGULATTONS
TITLE 5. EDTICATION
DIVESION 1, CALIFORNEA DEPARTMENT
OF EDTICATION
CHAPTER 13, SCHOOL FACILITIES AND
EQUIFMENT
SURCHATTER 1. SCHOOT, HOTIRING
ARTICLE 2. SCHOOL SITES
This database is current tronsh 112672004,
Begater 2004, N, 48

g 14010, Standands fon School Site Selaction,

Al disiriets shell select woschool site al provides
safery and that supports leamming, The lollowms
stancarcs shall apoly:

ial “The net usable acrezge and enrollment lor a
rew gohool 2its shall be comsiarent writh the mombners
of acres anid enrollment eslablished m the 2000
Edittan, "Schood Sl Analvsis and Development”
published by the Calfernds Dspartuient  of
Fducation and ircomporatod fnen Ahis scotien by
reference, o Lote, anless suflicient land 15 oot
aveilable or cirouwmstances exist due lo any of the
foliowing:

i1y Ufban or subwban development resultz n
insuticient avalable land even affer constdering the
cpaom ol coninenl domsin,

() Sufficient acrsage is avedlable hat i woild not
bo ceomommicelly foasible o milivale geolopical o
sovironrnental lasads or other site cormplications
which pose a threatl fo the health andior safery of
stizdemts and sraff

() Bulficiet acrsage 1o available bt ned wmhin
e gllendanee area of e anboossd stedems o
fhere s an extremea density of population within 2
oreern attendance arez raquiring a school 1o soree
mavore  slwdens on g sinels  site. Choosing oz
alterpate site would resul! im exisnsive long-term
bussine of smdents thar would  cauke  sxerer
dmimadal  hardship oo e distict o Uaosport

Tasriz |

shederts o the oropnsed achool sme

() Creographic Dbaoiers, faffic congestion, or
cther oonsiramis woell canse oximome fnancial
haedslin for the distict to wansport siudents w the
proposed school site,

() If w school site 5 lsss than the rscomnended
acreage Toquized 1w sibdection (2} of this section
the digrrint shell demorarrats howe the sindents w1l
bhe provided  an adeguate  cducubonal  proeriom
mclading  plevsice]l edecation 25 described o the
district's adoptad courss of sfudy,

(o) The vooperty Toe of the site even if it 15 a joint
nse pgreement as desczbed inanheection (o) of this
soclion shall he al leas! the following dislunce (Tomms
the edze of respective power line sasements;

C1 100 feet for 30-132 BV line,
P2 150 feet for 220-200 BV e,
(371 350 [oe Mo 500-350 1V line,

() If the proposad site 1 within | 500 frer of a
rafiroad frack czsement, w selcly sfui'-f shall be deae
by o4 compstent professional tained i assessing
cargo reanifeers, fraquency, spead, and scheduls of
veflroad Iraffie, prade, curves, pepe wnd conditon of
twack need for sound o safety bargiers, nesd for
pedestrian and  vehicls  saresuards at railrnad
crossings, presence of ligh pressure gax lnes nsw
the wacks thar could motoe W the event of a
derailment, creparalion of an evacuabon plan In
addition te tho analvsiz, possible and Toasomuble
rmutipation measures nmst e identified.

() The siie shall nol be adjseeni oo road oz
freeway that anv site-related waffic and sound level
studies have determined will have safery problams
or  sound  lewels  whick  adversely aflect e
educationz] programe,

(1) Pursuant 1o Bdusation Code sections 17212 and
P7312.5, the site shall not comlaim an acHvs
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Cal Adreen Codetit 5, 6 14000

earlhyguake ol or fooll wace,

(g Pursuamt to Udneation Cods seemions 19212
arl 172125, the W nod wilhin an wrea ol Doeed
o dare Food  mnedation  wnless the cost of
mitizatng  the flond ar immdacon Tmpact s

rezsonabl

iy Lhe sie shall not he  Jocatad  near  an
ghonve-proamsd water or el slorere wnk or wilhin
1500 feel of the easement of an above ground of
undersround pipelne thst can pose a safeshy hazars
as detesrrared by a riek analvais smdy, condnoted by
o compelent  professional,  which  mey  ioclude
cartifization o o local public utlity commission.
(0 The s 4 aot subjec! o modersle e high

liquefaction or landslides,

i The shape ol G sile shall have a proportionate
lengsh fo width ratio to accommodate the Boiidmg
layonat, parking and playficlds that can be salcly
suporvizcd and does nol excced the allowed pessing
tine Lo classes oo the distact,

) Lhe sire chall be easily accosaihic from erterial

rowds wnd shall allow mindoon peripheral visibilice |

from fhe plamned drivewsys noaccordance with the
Sight  Ddeares  Standards asmablished  mo the
"Hiphwey Desipn bManual " Table 2011, poblished
by the Department of Transportation, July 1, 1490
editior, and mcorporated  imtn thiz sootiom hy
reforense, 1l

{1 The stie shall nat be on major arferial siroeis
with 2 hoavy malfie paliern as delenmined by
aileerelaicd  rale  stodiss  inslheding  those  that
require student crossings tnless matigaton of fratfic
hazards and a plan for the safic amrival and departuce
of shulents appropriale o the grads leie] has been
provided by cztw, county or other public apency m
apcordance with the "School  Area Pedesulan
Sefely”  manual  published by the  California
Drgpartment of  Lransportation, 1987 wditdon,
meorporalsd ke this sceton by relference, i toto,

{m)  Existine or proposed  zeaing  of  the
surronnding proportics shall he compaible wilh
schouls in it i1 would oot pose a potential health
o safety sk to students or staff in accordence with
ldncatiom Onds Secrion 17213 and Government

Pams ¥

Cods Section 65402 snd availabls studies of watfhe
szroundimg the srs,

fn) The sie shall be located within the proposed
aftendance ares to sncovrage slodsnt owelking ano
avedd cxlensive bussing woless bussiog iy wsed o
prooets etlnie diversity,

Pl The site shall he seloctsd wopromeie joinl s
of puks, racles, musenms and other  paldic
services, the screase of which may be fnclodsd as
vatt of the tecommendod  sorespe as satod in
sihsection (2} of s seolion,

o1 LThe ete shall be convemently located for
publiz soervices including bl ned lmiled o (re
protection, polce  protection, public waesit oand
trzeh dispasal whemover feasthle

pzl The distict shall  consider  environmmental
factors of light, wind, nnise, acsthetics, and adr
polluiion in s sile sslaclion process.

it Dasements on of adjacent 1o the site shall oo
Teslricl wecoss or nailding placement,

i5) The cost and compheations of rthe following
shall ke considered m the sie selochon process anil
should nod resull in undoe delays or cnreascaabie
costs consistent  waln Sfate Allosanon Doars
aranciardsr

(1] Distance of uotilities o the site, availzbilivy and
affordabality of hrimaine wElines o the ailo,

{2y Bite proparation including  gradmg, drainege.
demoition, kazardons cleanip, fmelnding cleanip of
imdipenous malerial such gs serpendine rock, and
eif-site development of steets, curhs, gutters and
Iiphte

{37 Emunent domain, telocation costs, severancs
camags, utle clearance anid legal fres

(4] Leomg-term high lzndscaping or mamlemanss
rnets,

{5) Existepce of any wildlife habitat that is on 2
protected o endangered specias list maintaimed hy
any  state or Tederal agemoey. owistenoo of oany
wetlunds, natwal walerways, o aises that may
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support migTztory spaciss, or avidenon of any
enviTanmenta Ty sonainve vogpoehon.

a significant dispneal of nasardous waste, the school
disteict glizll contact the Depariment of  love
Subatenoes Contrel foooa detsrmination of whother
the promerty sheald he oomafdercd & Huewrdouws
Wasle Property or Bonde: Zone Propenty,

At the reguest of the soverning hoard of u
srhool districs, the Slale Superintendent of Public
Instrocion may  ziaol exemptions to oy ol the
standards o this section f the  distrier  can
demonstraic that midealion  of  specific
clicuastances  overnddes  a  standard  wethemt
eompromrising a safe and  osupportive  school
envirorzoenl

Mote; Authocity cited: Sections 172310h)  and
» Scouons 17212,
(72023, 19213, 17251(h) and 17251(6), Fducation
Code,
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